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Fellow Marylanders: Arts Relief funds to Maryland'’s arts sector. These funds
have and will help to ensure a robust job market in the

It's my pleasure to introduce the Maryland State Arts arts, as well as a quality of life that bolsters the state's

Council's FY 2023 Annual Report with the exciting news appeal to current Marylanders, visitors, and prospective

that our state ranks second in the nation in per capita residents.

public spending on the arts! This historic investment

demonstrates this administration’s belief that the arts | invite you to look through the following pages for the

are an essential part of life in Maryland; they're part of full story about MSAC's recent activities. From the largest

what makes our state such a great place to live and arts organization to the ambitious startup to the many

work, and they contribute significantly to our economy. artists at work in the studio, every layer of our creative

economy has been touched by their work.
Notable this year was the addition of $40 million in
pandemic recovery funding to MSAC's record regular
budget of $28.9 million. The MSAC team worked

diligently, thoughtfully, and tirelessly to deliver funding Kevin Anderson

through its regular programs as well as much needed Secretary
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

2EMEAC

oerarvent oF commerce MAryland state arts council

MSAC is an agency of the State of Maryland's Department of Commerce.
It provides resources to the state’s arts sector through grants, professional

development, and other opportunities.

Founded in 1967, MSAC's vision is to play an essential role ensuring every

person has access to the transformative power of the arts.

Its mission is to advance the arts in our state by providing leadership that
champions creative expression, diverse programming, equitable access,
lifelong learning, and the arts as a celebrated contributor to the quality of life

for all the people of Maryland.

MSAC is committed to justice in grantmaking. Centering equity, diversity, and
inclusion in all decisions ensures that Marylanders have the opportunity to
participate in the arts as affirming, enhancing, and necessary life experiences.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Funding sources

Federal funds: $766,290 (1%)

General
state funds:
$26,592,924

Special (39%)
state funds:
$41,300,000 (60%)

Grant types

Project:
950 (49%)

Operating:
1,309 (51%)

Grantee types

Individuals: $4,572,210 (7%)

Organizations:
$61,961,713 (93%)

Maryland was 2nd in the nation in per capita spending on the arts in FY 2023.
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ARTS RELIEF

It has been a busy and rewarding year at MSAC. Our biggest achievement
was the successful expenditure of the Arts Relief funding package,

$40 million in state supplemental budget funds provided to help support
economic stability as Maryland'’s arts sector continues to navigate the effects
of the pandemic.

| feel honored to have worked with an incredible team to develop a plan that
distributed the entirety of the $40 million dollars equitably through increases
in the number and dollar amount of existing grants, as well as the creation
and implementation of new grants supporting organizations and artists.

It was MSAC's privilege to steward this funding, which we hope puts our
grantees on stable footing as they look toward the future.

Steven Skerritt-Davis

Executive Director

“l feel so lucky to
live in a state with
such robust arts

support, and so much

of that is because
of the thoughtful
and generous work
your team at MSAC

does! I'm always so

impressed by your

systems and care —
you really stand out
amongst funders.”

— Kate Reed Petty,

writer (Baltimore City)
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ARTS RELIEF

$40 million

Arts Relief General Operating Support: $34,471,478
Grants for Organizations: $26,621,478
County Arts Development: $6,050,000
Arts & Entertainment District Operating Support: $925,000
Folklife Network: $875,000

Public Art Across Maryland: $1,760,000

Grants for Artists: $1,290,000

Creativity: $1,042,503

Arts in Education: $796,012

Emergency: $300,000

Folklife Apprenticeship: $150,000

Professional Development Opportunity: $100,000

Special Request: $90,007
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ARTS RELI
GENERAL
OPERATIN

Young hip-hop artists holding a street corner performance in Baltimore City.

A large portion of this year's Arts :

Relief funding went toward the

creation of the Arts Relief General
Operating Support (ARGOS) “The return from the pandemic has been anything but smooth, and

program, a temporary offering that the ups and downs and all-over swings of the past two-plus years
provided pandemic recovery funds have been pretty challenging, to say the least. To get this level of

to grantees of MSAC's existing support now is a real testament to the importance of the performing
Grants for Organizations, County Arts arts in Maryland. Thank you for all that you do to promote the value
Development, Folklife Network, and of arts institutions and artists.”

Arts & Entertainment District General
Operating Support programs. — Olney Theatre Center (Montgomery)
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$16,973,738
282 grants

The Grants for Organizations

program strengthened and

sustained Maryland'’s arts

infrastructure by providing ____ Young dancers with Baltimore City's Cielo La’ti!:1 ol ar:t: R M ek ot
operating support to organizations = ‘ b ' 25

producing or presenting arts

programming for public audiences “We at the Ward Foundation are grateful for the ongoing support

across Maryland. The increasingly of the MSAC — through funding, but also by being mindful of the
popular program served 30 new available resources (personnel, time, etc.) of the nonprofits applying
grantees in FY 2023. for funds. MSAC has been hands-down the most responsive to the

needs and challenges of arts organizations during the pandemic, and

we thank you for your work on our behalf!”

— The Ward Foundation (Wicomico)
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$1,956,888
449 grants

The Creativity grant supported

two kinds of arts activities: general
operations for smaller organizations
and projects for organizations and
artists. Creativity grant funding
increased substantially in FY 2023,
due to an infusion of Arts Relief

support.

A plein air artist at work in
Queen Anne’s County.




