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Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) 

 

5600 Fishers Lane 
Rockville, MD 20857 
301-427-1200  
Montgomery County 
https://www.ahrq.gov/  

 

Director: Dr. Robert Otto Valdez 

Maryland Employees: 248 

 

History & Mission: Established in 1989, Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) was 
formerly known as the Agency for Health Care Policy and Research. 

The mission of AHRQ is to improve the quality, safety, efficiency and effectiveness of healthcare for all 
Americans.  Information from AHRQ's research helps people make more informed decisions and 
improve the quality of healthcare services.  AHRQ also provides evidence-based information on 
healthcare outcomes and quality of care. 

AHRQ research helps consumers get and use objective, evidence-based information on how to choose 
health plans, doctors, or hospitals.  In addition, AHRQ helps consumers play an active role in their 
healthcare and reduce the likelihood that they will be subject to a medical error.  Personal health guides 
developed by AHRQ help people keep track of their preventive care and other health services they 
receive. 

AHRQ's mission helps HHS achieve its strategic goals to improve the safety, quality, affordability and 
accessibility of healthcare; public health promotion and protection, disease prevention, and emergency 
preparedness; promote the economic and social well-being of individuals, families, and communities; and 
advance scientific and biomedical research and development related to health and human services. 

Contacts Business Resources 
Office of the 
Director 

Robert Otto Valdez, Ph.D., 
M.H.S.A. 
301-427-1200 
director@ahrq.hhs.gov 

AHRQ Organization Chart 
HHS OSDBU Vendor Hub, Directory & 

Opportunities 
AHRQ Budget and Strategic Plan 
HHS Opportunity Forecast 
AHRQ Funding Opportunities 
 

Office of 
Communications 

Howard Holland, Director 
301-427-1364 
Howard.Holland@ahrq.hhs.gov  

Head of the 
Contracting 
Activity 

Monica Gibson 
301-427-1783 
Monica.Gibson@ahrq.hhs.gov  

Distinguished Centers 
Center for Quality Improvement and Patient Safety 
Center for Financing, Access and Cost Trends 
Center for Evidence and Practice Improvement Small Business 

Specialist  
Wayne Berry 
202-390-5801 
Wayne.Berry@hhs.gov  
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